How to use Advent Wreath and Frontals

Dated 11/19/07
We don’t know if Martin Luther invented the Advent wreath, but it is true that the Advent wreath started in Germany as a Lutheran family custom.

 We use 3 purple, 1 pink and 1 white candle
· First Sunday in Advent:  Light one of the purple candles and use purple frontal, theme hope

· Second Sunday in Advent: Light two purple candles, first the one from the previous Sunday, then the second one and use purple frontal, theme love

· Third Sunday in Advent:  Light the two purple candles from the previous weeks, in the order you lit them before, then the pink candle and use purple frontal, theme joy
· Fourth Sunday in Advent: Light the two purple and one pink candle from the previous weeks, in the order you lit them before, then light the last purple candle, use the purple frontal, theme Peace

· At the 5:00 Christmas Eve Service light the candles from the previous weeks, in the order you lit them, use the purple frontal

· At the 10:00 Christmas Eve Service (After sundown) light the candles from the previous weeks, in the order you lit them and the center white candle, No Frontal, white candle is called the Christ Candle
· At the Christmas Day Service it is the same as the 10:00 Christmas Eve Service

The color of your candles match your frontal except on third Sunday because the Pope had the custom of giving someone a rose on the third Sunday of Advent so it is just custom to use the pink candle.  This year we have a 5th Sunday and we will find out if we light the candles.  I think it is still part of the Advent before Epiphany.
Remember, if December 24 is a Sunday, it is the fourth Sunday in Advent until sundown, at which time it becomes Christmas Eve.

The Season of Epiphany
January 6 is celebrated as Epiphany.  Epiphany is the climax of the Advent Season and the Twelve Days of Christmas, which are usually counted from the evening of December 25th until the morning of January 6th, which is the Twelfth Day.  The color of Epiphany is white frontal, the color of celebration, newness and hope that mark the most sacred days of the church year.  Note: We do not have a white frontal so no frontal is used.  The color will be changed after Epiphany to the color of Ordinary Time, Green.  We will not make a change in color until Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday before the beginning of Lent.  The color for Transfiguration Sunday is white.  
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